
 

You are Invited! 
 

 
We will be meeting in room 147. 

 

Come to the first meeting and see where the conversation goes. Bring a friend, your family, 

your colleagues...speak up and speak out about your ideas, concerns, and desires for the 

community you call "home." 

 

Please RSVP by emailing Kim James at 

bcacdkim@gmail.com 

 

 

For more information about the Communities Project and Facing Addiction with NCADD, please read the information 

on the back of this invitation. 

 

If you have questions or comments, please send an email to bcacdkim@gmail.com or call 828-433-1221. 
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What is the Facing Addiction with NCADD's Communities Project? 

Addiction is a national emergency and there is a need to face the reality and develop responses on a community level. "It's 

time to engage in a massive community organizing effort, town by town, city by city;" this is not only our belief, but that of 

Facing Addiction with NCADD . 

 

Community organizing is defined in the Oxford Living Dictionary as, "the coordination of cooperative efforts and 

campaigning carried out by local residents to promote the interests of their community." The Communities Project supports 

this concept through the primary aim of bringing a community organizing framework into communities to push for local 

policy change on addiction issues. 

 

Following the development of 15 pilot communities to kick-off the national effort, Facing Addiction with NCADD selected an 

additional 25 communities from across the country. 

 

Burke County was selected as one of the 25 and is the only community selected in NC. 

 

Why did Burke County apply? 

With the infrastructure of the Burke Substance Abuse Network (BSAN) in place and a recently appointment Leadership 

Committee, BSAN is poised to dive deeper into community organization and pull from the population of 90,000 community 

members to develop a true community-wide (as opposed to agency-wide) response to the substance use crisis. We operate 

with the theory that social impact begins in the home, then grows to affect change in neighborhoods, then churches, then 

communities, then towns/cities, then the county, then regions, and beyond. Without the investment of every single layer of 

this process, we cannot create and develop the change we desperately want and need. 

 

Facing Addiction with NCADD's Communities Project is ideal for the needs of Burke County and can truly make a difference 

in the lives of every resident. Substance use/misuse leaves no one untouched and our goal is to create responses and develop 

solutions to the greatest substance use/misuse needs in our community. We have the desire, we have the people, we have 

the agency and community leader support, now we need to grow the structure and continue to innovate in ways that 

best fit Burke County. 

 


